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SGA Senate again suffers budget setback
ailure of the student Senate to
foUow rules, poUcies and standard budgetary practices led this
month to scores of Une vetoes of a
second attempt by the legislative body
to win approval of a 1997-98 Student
Government Association budget.
"Acting with the best interest of
the UCF students in mind, and as the
ultimate custodian of their Activity
and Service Fees, I find it necessary to

F

veto certain lines or portions thereof
submitted in this revision," President
John Hitt wrote in his veto letter to
student body President Keith McDonald.
"Vetoed items include those in
which the SG Senate did not adhere
to the formal budgeting request
process for clubs and organizations,
did not foUow current SG Senate
spending poUcy, assigned incorrect or
inappropriate account numbers, used

University goal:
$90,000 raised
for United Way

terminology that did not reflect standard
budgeting definitions, omitted required
budgeted Une items, or did not use
the standard UCF budgetary format,"
Hitt wrote.
In rejecting proposed expenditures
totaUng nearly $130,000, about onesixth the $738,582 amount struck from
the first budget on July 31, Hitt disaUowed aUocations to some 24 clubs,
organizations or purposes. None had

requested funding in the budgeting
process set by SGA statutes. They
ranged from the College of Business
Students' Association to Army ROTC.
"I strongly support the funding of
clubs and organizations on campus,
but find it necessary to veto funding
under certain Unes or portions thereof
because the SG Senate did not foUow

Please see BUDGET, page 3

Home, sweet home

I

t's time to commit to that autumn ritual that
financiaUy supports local, national and even
international charities year-round. BiU Merck,
UCF's coordinator for the Florida State Employees'
Charitable Campaigns, anticipates record-setting
generosity from his co-workers.
"Last year, on the main campus, we broke 52
percent [for employee participation], with $82,000
in gifts. I would Uke to see us at 60 percent, with a
goal of $90,000, this year," Merck says. "We're a
growing school with more employees, and people
continue to be a bit more generous every year."
Although the Heart of Florida United Way
manages the overaU campaign, it's up to the
individual donor to designate who will benefit
from each gift.
"It's a very personal choice that people need to
make. You can choose from a whole Ust of things.
Some may want to support waterfowl, or whatever,
on a universal level," says Merck, vice president of
Administration and Finance.
" PersonaUy, I always designate the United
Way, because they distribute the money to local
social agencies. You kind of get more bang for your

Please see UNITED WAY, page 5

Orlando Mayor Glenda Hood (left) announces that the Florida Citrus Bowl will
now be known as the "Home of the UCF Golden Knights." That message will be
permanently marked in large letters in the corners of the end zone. Attending
the ceremony for the announcement was President John Hitt and UCF and city officials.

Hitt: UCF is model for solving enrollment dilemma

P

resident John Hitt thinks UCF
has walked the talk long
enough. Now, he says UCF's
experience proves it can help
Florida's higher education system out
of a serious jam.
ChanceUor Charles Reed earUer
this month warned of the "coming
train wreck" when the state's

university population sweUs 50
percent over the next decade.
Proposed solutions range from
making community colleges into
four-year schools, increasing the size
of the current 10 universities and
creating more universities. None are
attractive. The first would alter the
mission of community coUeges.

Studies show that universities over
50,000 students are less effective. And
CaUfornia has already discovered the
failure of creating an even larger
university web.
Hitt's proposal, which he
presented during a meeting of the
Board of Regents' Long-Range and
Strategic Planning Committee earUer

this month, is for the State University
System to copy and enhance UCF's
long standing partnerships with
community coUeges to solve the
inevitable onslaught. The university
offers baccalaureate programs and

Please see
ENROLLMENT, page 4
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to processing the requisition through the Purchasing Office. Limited Purchase Orders
may not be used. Your cooperation wUl be appreciated. If you have questions or need
information, please call Mammino at 823-6302.

Memos
To: UCF community
From: Kimberley Daniels, Library
Subject: Fall book sale
The Friends of the UCF Library will hold a book sale on Tuesday, Oct. 14,10 a.m.-2
p.m. in the main lobby of the Library. The books were donated to the Library by
students, faculty, staff and friends in the community. None were purchased with state
funds or tax dollars.
The books are duplicates or worn-out copies that could not be added to the
Library's collection. However, the volumes are useful to students as an inexpensive
way to build their personal libraries with reference and leisure reading material. Money
raised through the Friends of the Library book sale are used to purchase new titles for
the university's collections.

To: UCF community
From: Dolores Burghard, Creative School for Children
Subject: Fund raising
The Creative School for Children Parent Association is raising funds for equipment
for the school. They are selling Melaleuca products, entertainment books and UCF Student Exam Week Survival Kits. To order or for information, call the school at 823-2726.

To: UCF community
From: William Merck, Administration and Finance
Subject: Accountability for controlled substances and tax-free alcohol
Faculty and staff who are authorized to possess and use federally controlled
substances and tax-free alcohol are responsible for maintaining accurate records of
receipt and usage of these chemicals.
This is to remind you that records of possession and use are subject to federal audit
on demand with no advance notice. The Environmental Health and Safety Office is the
delegated authority for the licenses and any conditions set forth by the licenses for these
substances.
Purchase orders must be approved by Steve Mammino, industrial hygienist, prior

To: UCF community
From: Purchasing Department
Subject: Minority Business Expo
The Purchasing Department is celebrating the Diversity Celebration by sponsoring
a Minority Business Expo on Thursday, Oct. 9, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m., in the Student Union
Cape Florida Ballroom, room 316. The featured vendor wUl be Apex Office Products,
the new state-contracted vendor for office supplies.
Apex plans to bring along 10 additional manufacturers of office supplies that are
included in their catalog. There wiU also be vendors whose products include: printing,
photographic supplies, custodial, electronic, data processing equipment and supplies,
and maintenance equipment and supplies. This will be a great opportunity to meet
these vendors, ask questions about the new state contracts, and receive samples of their
products.
There wiU be door prizes and refreshments. You may want to bring an LPO or two
and conduct a little business while you're there. Please join us and don't forget your
business cards. For additional information, contact Ray Puskas, 823-5348.

Center teaches children foreign languages Attention
on physical
therapy
Classes are Saturdays, Oct. 4-Nov.
22,10 a.m.-noon in the center, trailer
547, room 110. Cost is $100 for eight
sessions. The class is Umited to 15
students. For information, caU Myrna
Creasman at 823-5455.

during eight sessions of highly
interactive, hands-on exercises taught
by native speakers. Instruction wiU
emphasize functional expressions,
vocabulary development and
pronunciation enhancement.

The Center for MultiUngual and
Multicultural Studies offers foreign
language instruction for fourth- and
fifth-graders.
Participants learn basic
conversational Spanish or French

Workshop exercises hints to stay in s
A free workshop on wellness
awareness for everyone wiU be
presented by the College of Education
on Dec. 6, 8 a.m.-l p.m. It will be held
in the CoUege of Education Building.
Topics wiU include: motivation,
nutritional awareness, strength
training and flexibiUty, wellness for
children and seniors, stress manageName:

I

City:_

I Organization:
| Home Phone:

ment, cardiovascular fitness, injury
prevention and care, wellness self
evaluation, corporate weUness, and
"Mind, Body, Spirit."
Guest speakers include doctors,
physiologists, wellness leaders,
personal trainers, coaches and coUege
professors.
For information, caU 823-2034.

Address
State:

1

Business Phone:

I Mail to: University of Central Florida, Physical Education, Gergley,
I Orlando, FL 32816
'Registration is limited.

September Open Enrollment
USPS Sick Leave Pool Application
The USPS Sick Leave Pool is having an open enroUment period from
Sept. 1-30. To join the sick leave pool, you must have been employed continuously by the state for more than one year and must have a balance of at
least 64 hours of unused sick leave. Part-time employees must have a proportionate amount based on their FTE. The donated hours will be deducted
on the first pay period foUowing the end of the open enroUment period.
Return your completed appUcation form to Human Resources no later than
Sept. 30. If you have any questions, please call Deborah Evans, 823-2771.
Name:
SS#:
Dept:
Ext.
If transferred from another
Date of UCF employment:
state agency, date of employment with that agency:
I, hereby, authorize the transfer of 16 hours of sick leave or a
proportionate amount based on my FTE from my sick leave account to the
sick leave pool. I understand that employees who are not members of the
sick leave pool at the time of a quaUfying illness or injury shaU not be
eUgible to utilize sick leave pool credits.
Signed:
(AppUcant)
(Date)
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October is Physical Therapy
Month. To celebrate, physical therapy
students are planning several community education projects that wiU
enhance awareness of the profession.
Planned are lectures, including
going out to high schools in rural
areas of central Florida and promoting the profession and the university.
Other topics to be addressed are:
• Coaching Young Lives.
Students involved with this wiU
address the CathoUc Youth League
of Orange County Little League
coaches. The focus wiU be on the
importance of nutrition and proper
training to avoid injuries.
• Fitness 4 2. These students
wiU lecture on pre- and postpartum
exercise and the importance of proper
posture for the pregnant woman.
Interested parties can send e-maU to
Greg Krautner (geendee@msn.com).

Faculty/A&P Sick Leave Pool
September Open Enrollment
The Faculty/A&P Sick Leave Pool wiU have an open enroUment period
through the month of March. Please send your appUcation form to the
Office of Academic Affairs no later than Sept. 30. Should you have any
questions, please caU 823-2496.
TO: Frank Juge, Office of Academic Affairs
Faculty and A&P Sick Leave Pool AppUcation
NAME:
SS#:
DEPT:
DATE OF UCF
EMPLOYMENT:

EXT.:

I have read the procedure for the UCF Faculty and Administrative and
Professional Sick Leave Pool and agree to abide by its terms. The transfer of
eight hours of sick leave from my sick leave account to the Sick Leave Pool
is hereby authorized.
SIGNED:
(AppUcant)

(Date)
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Knights golden in early season
The football team is turning heads across the nation after near misses

Phoning home
gets new meaning
Looking for a place to Uve is easier than ever
thanks to the Department of Housing and Residence Life. Students no longer need to search the
classified ads to find an apartment or roommate.
AU they have to do now is pick up the telephone
and dial the Community Housing Guide at 8236700. The service is free.

Holocaust scholar
makes stop at UCF
The Holocaust and its impact on history is the
topic of a talk by Yehuda Bauer, emeritus professor
of Holocaust studies at Hebrew University in
Israel. His talk, "The Holocaust: A History Without
Ending — World Conscience and ResponsibiUty,"
will be held in the Visual Arts Auditorium on Oct.
20 at 7:30 p.m. Bauer is the first speaker in the
Judaic Studies Distinguished Lecturers Series' 14th
year. For information, caU Moshe PelU, director of
Judaic Studies, at 823-5039.

Wellness Center
plans Run 'n' Roll

The Golden Knights are putting a new spin on
the old saying, "Nothing succeeds Uke success."
In the wake of a gutsy 38-24 loss to gridiron
powerhouse Nebraska and the humbling of oddsmakers who made UCF 43 1/2 point underdogs,
the Golden Knights reaped success from the fright
they gave the Cornhuskers.
Coaches and players may not have been happy
with the outcome and the narrow preceding losses
to Ole Miss and South CaroUna, but fans and media
discounted the record in Ught of the team's gritty
on-field heroics that came close to matching David
vs. GoUath results.
On the Monday after the Nebraska game,
athletic ticket manager Alyson Barnes sold a singleday record 400 home season tickets. For the five
days prior to the Golden Knights' season opener
against Idaho, the number rose to 900 with
additional sales of 2,500 single-game ducats.
"We have never had a surge of sales Uke this," a
harried, yet happy, Barnes reported.
National media also snapped to attention over
the Nebraska nail-biter. For the first time, USA
TODAY Usted quarterback Daunte Culpepper in its
"Heisman Watch." Sports Illustrated clocked in, too,
with a spotUght story and photo on "Central
Florida's Big-Time Passer."
On the opposite coast (California, not Gulf Coast), a
syndicated writer for the Los Angeles Times coUected
material on UCF's undaunted, Daunte-led team.
Newspapers in Georgia, Alabama and New
York, meanwhile, assigned reporters to examine the
then-winless, yet stUl golden, Knights. A Philadelphia
Inquirer sports reporter, en route to GainesviUe to
cover the Florida-Tennessee game, detoured to UCF
for an interview with President John Hitt on what

Golden Knights, 1-3
Date
Aug. 30
Sept. 6
Sept. 13
Sept. 20
Sept. 27
Oct. 4
Oct. 11
Oct. 25
Nov. 1
Nov. 15
Nov. 22

Results, Schedule
Opponent
Ole Miss 24, UCF 23
South Carolina 33, UCF 31
Nebraska 38, UCF 24
UCF 41, Idaho 10
at Auburn
at Kent
Samford
at Mississippi St.
at N.E. Louisiana
Eastern Michigan
Toledo

the footbaU notoriety means to the university.
In the nation's capital, even the influential
Washington Post touted the team for its showings
against far more estabUshed squads as the lead into
a feature on UCF's deaf running back, Dwight
ColUns, who was praised as "another good reason
to root for the Knights."
Perhaps most meaningful for the long run, the
team's performance translated into fans in the seats
at the home opener. An all-time record crowd of
41,827 cUcked through the Citrus Bowl turnstiles to
cheer on UCF in its 41-10 victory over the Idaho
Vandals. The victory certainly erased any further
hype about UCF being the nation's best 0-3 team. It
may also have marked UCF's turning of the corner
into big-time footbaU.
— Dean McFall

The UCF Run 'n' Roll will be held on Nov. 9.
The event, sponsored by the Wellness Center, wiU
include a 15K skate race, a 5K run and 5K roU.
Awards will be given to teams, alumni and individual age groups. For information, caU 823-5841.

Rec Services pitching
array of activities
Recreational Services has a busy month ahead.
BasebaU kicks off October, with a sign-up deadUne
of Monday, Oct. 6. Recreational Services is hosting
a badminton tournament on Oct. 18 (sign up deadUne Oct. 16). UCF's Greatest (K)night of Play, the
annual Rectober (K)nightfest is also coming up (sign
up deadUne Oct. 20). CaU 823-2408 or stop by Recreational Services, located near the swimming pool.

Students got fired up for the Idaho game by holding an on-campus spirit rally Sept. 19.

Upcoming holiday
Don't rush to make plans for a long weekend.
The next universitywide hoUday isn't until
Veterans Day on Nov. 11.

This issue
This issue of The UCF Report is for the weeks of
Sept. 26-Oct. 2 and Oct. 3-9. It is the 5th issue of
fiscal year 1997-98. The UCF Report is pubUshed
23 times a year (every other week in the fall and
spring, and every third week in the summer).

The UCF Report
The UCF Report Is a publication of the Office of
Public Relations, Division of University Relations,
University'of Central Florida, P.O. Box 160090,
Orlando, FL 32816-0090, {407} 823-2504. Publication
of announcements and official memoranda about
university poBcy and procedures in The UCF Report
constitutes official notice to faculty and staff.
David Flnnerty, editor
Sheila Anderson, editorial assistant
Joanne Grtggs, writer
Susan Loden, writer
Jacque Brund, photographer
Shamlka Jones, student assistant
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BUDGET, c o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e V

estabUshed budgeting and funding procedures,"
Ffitt wrote. "I encourage the clubs and organizations
whose funding was vetoed in whole or in part to
contact their Student Government senator and
request their funding through the appropriate
Senate accounts designed for this purpose."
Left intact were proposed aUocations to organizations that originally requested funding, but had
been denied support in the first Senate-passed
budget. The latest Senate funding plan decUned to
fund 19 organizations that had requested support
under the statutorily estabUshed process. Hitt also
let stand proposed Student Government program
expenditures that ranged from a campus clock
tower project to staffing for the SGA information
booth.
The president axed the Senate's methodology
for aUocating funds to clubs and organizations. The
measure would have lumped aU new organizational
aUocations in a single Senate account, instead of
transferring the authorized aUotments to the
accounts of the organizations themselves. The
arrangement would have aUowed the Senate to stiU
control individual club and agency spending,
despite its budgetary grant of specific spending
authority to the organizations.

Further, Hitt directed that the revenue portion
of the budget be described in standard accounting
terminology to show budgeting for the discretionary
and non-discretionary parts of the $5 miUion
budget, which is generated primarily by activity
and service fee revenue of $6.95 per credit hour.
In his veto message, Hitt warned for the second
time that continuing failure of the Senate to
specificaUy earmark funds for the payment of
utiUties for building space occupied by SGAsupported operations wiU lead to the Student
Government losing the use of the space. Unless
funds from the Senate's appropriated reserve are
transferred to the specific account that previously
paid SGA's portion of utiUty bills, Hitt said he wiU
reassign SGA space to other university units
wilUng to pay their share of common costs.
Hitt's July 31 vetoes mainly targeted discretionary
reserve funds, which accounted for almost twothirds of the total amount he then rejected. The
balance of the vetoed doUars was concentrated on
spending by either the Orlando branch of Student
Government or the Senate. Only $93,461 of the
discretionary budget of $3.9 miUion had been
earmarked for student clubs and organizations.
— Dean McFall
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UCF earning reputation
for partnerships, service
A band of Ught that stretches across the middle
of Florida and spreads into the shape of an "H" can
be seen at night from space. That sparkUng
landmark — the demarcation of the 1-4 Corridor —
acts as a signpost of UCF's mission to serve the
greater community.
The 1-4 Corridor, which runs from the Space
Coast to Tampa, is but one of
the gems that has resulted
from UCF's quest to be the
best metropoUtan university
in the country. During a
recent meeting of the Board of
Regents' Long-Range and
Strategic Planning committee,
President John Hitt outUned
UCF's priorities and progress.
"About two years ago,"
says Hitt, "central Florida was
in danger of losing the Cirent
Semiconductor plant to
Madrid, Spain. President
Betty Castor of the University of South Florida and
I joined together with the local business community
and the state in a successful effort to induce Cirent
to remain and expand."
From that Herculean effort grew a consortium
of UCF, the University of South Florida, Enterprise
Florida, AT&T, Harris Corp. and other high-tech
companies.
"We wanted to create a more favorable cUmate
for the attraction and retention of high-technology
industry in the population corridor along Interstate
1-4," Hitt explains.
The Semiconductor Association has made it
clear that high-tech companies wiU choose
locations based on the availabiUty of skilled
workers, a respected university, research faciUties
and organizations.
"The potential is staggering," Hitt says. "In
1995, the global electronic equipment market was
$800 bilUon and is expected to reach $1.2 trilUon by
the end of the decade."
UCF has developed numerous partnerships
with companies along the corridor as weU as within
the Central Florida Research Park. The increase of
high-tech industry in central Florida not only soups
up the area's economic barometer, but broadens the

ENROLLMENT, continued from page 1
shares faciUties on the Brevard Community
CoUege campus. UCF has a similar setup with
Daytona Community Campus.
"Our relationships with these community
coUeges in responding to growth in our 11county area have been successful and may be the
solution to the access problem the SUS faces,"
Hitt says.
"UCF's experience with this branch campus
model and with distance-learning technologies
suggests that a statewide partnership between
Florida's community coUeges and pubUc
universities can address the coming access
chaUenge in a way that optimizes existing
resources and minimizes new outlays," he says.
"The model builds on the 2+2 philosophy so
that the student's community college-university
experience becomes not one experience added to
another, but one experience that is seamless,
integrated and comprehensive."
The model allows students to jump from the
community coUege to the university. Services are
joint and undifferentiated in a partnership that
shares infrastructure, faciUties, equipment,
services and staff.
SateUite campuses can draw from the
resources of the university, including academic
programs, research faciUties, senior faculty,
Ubrary, distributed learning and computer
fadUties. And graduate programs can be shifted
to area campuses as needed with Uttle or no
added expense through the use of interactive TV,
Web-based courses and traveUng faculty.
"The responsiveness and flexibiUty of a
metropoUtan university offers a logical solution
to the problems of access for the thousands of
additional students who wiU be seeking
admission to the state's universities in the next
10-15 years," Hitt says. "We beUeve that the
Partnership Access Model developed at UCF can
help to manage that growth by deUvering
quaUty education at a price the state can afford."
— Joanne Griggs

university's opportunities for research, instruction,
training and internships.
"It enhances both the academic enterprise and
the strength of the industry for the benefit of the
region and the state," Hitt says.
UCF's overaU goals are specific. On one hand,
the institution works to sharpen its abiUty to adapt
and serve a diverse
student population. The
majority of UCF's students
come from the
metropoUtan region and
reflects its demographic
diversity. On the other
hand, UCF's goals include
providing leadership in
the educational area,
Unking research to
practical needs in the area
and forging partnerships,
John Hitt some of which should be
fairly daring.
In fact, UCF has devel-oped new academic
programs with hospitaUty management, health
sciences and helping professions, electro-optics and
lasers, simulation and training, pubUc affairs and
film in response to Florida's needs.
In keeping with its push to provide a more
student-friendly experience, the university has
devised a number of programs that concentrate on
improving retention. The results have been
gratifying. Academic Development and Retention
advises targeted student groups, which has been
instrumental in decreasing attrition almost 6
percent over the last year for full-time students.
Academic Exploration Program works with
students who have yet to chose a major. Their
attrition has dropped almost 20 percent. And the
Multicultural Student Services contributed to an
State CoUeges and Universities' survey, other
almost 12 percent decUne in attrition of first-year
comparable pubUc universities would have to raise
African American students.
their graduation rates by 40 percent with freshmen
Hitt says these programs are only one area
and 55 percent with transfer students to match
among an array of programs and services that has
UCF's success.
made UCF one of the most productive universities
"For each $100,000 of budgeted funds we
in the state, maybe the country.
receive from the state, UCF sets the system
"We produce about 6,400 degrees per year.
standard by awarding more degrees and generating
That's over 87,500 degrees so far," Hitt says.
more credit hours than our peer universities," Hitt
According to a recent American Association of
says.
— Joanne Griggs

"We wanted to create
a more favorable
climate for the attraction
and retention of hightechnology industry
in the population corridor
along Interstate 1-4."

Diversity Week celebrates humankind
"The Sacred Buffalo, Wakan
Tatanka," the skeleton buffalo, carved
with more than 3,000 scenes from the
seven sacred rites of the Lakota Sioux,
is on display at the Student Activities
Center. It is the largest scrimshaw in
the world, and the centerpiece of UCF's
annual Diversity Celebration, Oct. 4-13.
Other events of the celebration are:
• Oct. 4: The Community Festival,
featuring the Sacred Buffalo exhibit and
cultural activities by the American Indian
Association of Florida, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
The exhibit is on display until Nov. 15,
and artist Jim Durham describes the artwork every evening at 7 p.m.
• Oct. 5: A Unity Celebration, with
music, movement and group activities,
6-7:30 p.m. Location TBA.
• Oct. 6: The International Student
Assodation presents the opening ceremony, noon, at the Student Union.
• Oct. 7: Noon-1 p.m., history
professor Curtis Austin wiU talk about
"Women in the Black Panther Party"
in the Administration Board Room.
Ada Deer, assistant secretary of the
Interior for Indian Affairs, speaks on
"Education, Tribal Sovereignty and
Community Development: Foundations
for Self-Suffidency and Survival," 6-7
p.m., at the Academic Downtown Center.
• Oct. 8: Comedy Night, featuring
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Michael Rasky, considered the "Queen
of Comedy," in the Key West Room of
the Student Union.
The Diversity Celebration offers three
other events that day. An Affirmative
Action panel of community and
business leaders debates the dismantling
of Affirmative Action by the courts
and whether it should be ended or
mended. The panel is 1:30-3:30 p.m. in
the Administration Board Room.
That evening, the Diversity Dinner
is 6 p.m. in the Key West Room of the
Student Union. It is open to the UCF
community, but reservations are
required. Cost is $8. For information,
caU 823-6740.
FoUowing dinner, the Dialogue
Consultants present "Guiding You
Toward Better Understanding" in the
Garden Key Room of the Student
Union, at 8 p.m.
• Oct. 9: The Purchasing Office
sponsors a Minority Business Expo in
the Cape Florida Ballroom of the
Student Union, 9:30 am.-3 p.m.
The Latin American Fair is 11
a.m.-3 p.m. at the Student Union. It
features Hispanic music, dancing, food
and art exhibits.
Also, a workshop on Preventing
Sexual Harassment is 10 a.m.-noon in
the Administration Board Room. It

Artist James Durham and his "Sacred Buffalo" exhibit.
wiU explore the "gray areas" of this
topic. To register, caU 273-4301.
That evening at 7:30 p.m., beU
hooks, a.lca. Gloria Watkins, a cultural
critic who has written about the issues
of race, gender, class, Uteracy and film,
speaks at the Cape Florida Room of
the Student Union.
Also, offered at 7:30 p.m. that
evening is the opening night of the
play "QuUters." The play, which is a
series of interrelated scenes about

women and frontier Ufe, wiU run until
Oct. 19. For ticket information, caU
UCF Theatre at 823-1500 or 823-5744.
• Oct. 13: The International Fair,
the culminating event, is in the
Student Center Auditorium, 11 a.m.-6
p.m. It wiU feature exhibits from 30
countries and live entertainment. Food
tickets are 50 cents apiece and are
good for a sample from any of the
food booths.
— Joanne Griggs
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Brevard boss sings praises of opera legend
Jim Drake has written two biographies on American soprano great Rosa Ponselle
Some things are just too good to
Baltimore. That was in 1973, and
pass up a second time around: Uke a
PonseUe was 76 years old.
rerun of "Casablanca" or a curtain
"I asked her why she wouldn't
caU.
leave the viUa for interviews, and she
For Jim Drake, "Play it again,
just pointed to her dty-sized viUa and
Sam" was a siren song when it came
asked why should she leave," Drake
to writing the
biography of one of
the greatest voices in
the history of
recorded opera.
"I'm one of the
few people in recent
Uterary history," he
says, "to write a
second biography on
the same person."
The first one,
"PonseUe: A Singer's
Life," was
authorized; the
second, "Rosa
PonseUe: A
Centenary
Biography,"
unauthorized. It
covers the career and
private thoughts of
the singer.
Prior to writing
the books, Drake,
head of UCF's
Brevard campus,
had Uttle experience
in music — he
played the piano for
pay in a bar during
Brevard campus head Jim Drake is author of
his coUege days. He
unwittingly became the biographer of says. "Besides, she had no problem
opera stars. (He has also written one
attracting guests to her beautiful
on the great American tenor Richard
home."
Tucker and is coUaborating on one
That interview inspired her to ask
about Lily Pons.)
Drake to be her biographer.
"I was working on an oral history
"She was the first American-born
in what was a new field in the early
singer to have a successful debut at
1970s, popular culture," Drake says.
the MetropoUtan Opera, although no
"I was the project's co-director, and
prior experience in opera. It was a
we covered jazz and classical
[Giuseppe] Verdi opera, with [tenor
musicians. I guess I got the luck of the legend Enrico] Caruso at her side in
draw and got opera."
1918," Drake says. "She set the
standards for all the other Americans
That project led to a series of
interviews with legendary opera stars to foUow."
of days past, delving into their careers
Luciano Pavarotti, a great admirer
as recording artists.
of PonseUe, wrote the foreword for
"PonseUe had a Garbo-Uke
Drake's book (as well as his Tucker
reputation. She was a very private
biography), both of which scored nice
person, inaccessible except for an
accolades: Book of the Month Club
occasional interview for a major
and pleasing international reviews.
magazine," he says.
PonseUe died in 1981, shortly before
It took two years, but persistence
the pubUcation of the first biography.
snagged an interview at her viUa near
Then, years later, Amadeus Press

asked Drake if he would be wiUing to
write a second biography for a series
of scholarly music history books.
"I was the obvious choice because
I had interviewed her surviving
sibUngs, almost all her colleagues and

Rosa Ponselle biography.
her childhood friends," Drake
explains.
Drake declares the second
biography to be better than his first.
"I had her permission to use
everything in the first book, but her
legal and personal representatives
objected to some of her more candid
remarks," he says. "Her thoughts
were not intentionaUy hurtful, but
weU thought out views on different
operatic works and other singers. All
the prindpals are dead now, so there's
no reason not to include her
comments in this version. Fiistory is
not served by excluding such
information."
The second biography, which
came out April 1, also received
favorable reviews in major
pubUcations and on the air. Excerpts
have been featured on National
PubUc Radio three times.

The primary author of the Pons
biography, Drake is working with
UCF graduate student and Miss
Florida 1995 Kristin Ludecke, who is
doing her master's thesis on Pons.
She and her parents own the entire
Lily Pons coUection and
archives. "Kristin is a
gifted coloratura
soprano, also," Drake
says.
All of these
biographies led to
Drake's involvement
with the U.S. Postal
Service in the creation of
the special issue stamps
of four opera stars. He's
the biographer for three
of the four.
"I wrote three
biographical entries and
was one of several
people asked to critique
the design," he says.
Drake was unable to
attend the ceremony
with Pavarotti present to
unveil the stamps on
Sept. 10 at the
MetropoUtan Opera.
Drake joined UCF
four years ago, leaving
his position as executive
director and CEO of the
University Center in
GreenviUe, S.C., where
he led the development
of an experimental multi-university
campus governed by nine South
CaroUna coUeges and universities. He
also was a faculty member and
administrator at Clemson University
during that same six-year period.
Previously he served as founding
dean of Metro College, vice president
and dean for Findlay CoUege, and a
full-time research consultant with the
Travis Group in Ohio.
Despite the fun of his long and
exhilarating detour, Drake has no
plans for any more books about
singers, opera or anything relating to
music.
"I'm looking forward to returning
to pubUshing in my chosen field," he
says.
But, he reluctantly admits, the
muse for music could very weU entice
him once again.
— Joanne Griggs

UNITED WAY, continued from page 1
buck with the United Way. They take
15 percent for overhead [only 1
percent of that goes to the national
level] and then they force the agendes
that receive the rest to use the money
directly for those who need help, not
for their own overhead."
Merck beUeves he has a
responsibiUty to contribute to
charitable organizations.
"We're aU in this together," he
explains. "UCF is certainly a part of
the community, and this takes a
communitywide effort. It's a peoplehelping-people thing. UCF is the
vehicle for people who work here to
help the community where we aU
Uve.
"When people don't take care of
each other it can get pretty rough. It
could be you out there one day, too. It
can happen to anyone and has
nothing to do with if you are a good
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or a bad person."
Although $52 represents a week's
worth of groceries for donors, Merck
observes, if taken through payroU
deductions of $2 per pay period, a
gift can be painless for the giver
and can help ease the suffering of
others.
"From personal experience as a
volunteer, I know there are a lot of
people out there doing good stuff for
minimal money," he says.
If you need a nudge beyond
warm and fuzzy feelings to share,
there are more tangible rewards. UCF
employees who contribute $52 or
more annuaUy wiU vie for prizes of
$130 on-campus parking decals and
restaurant discount coupons in a
drawing.
Commitments must be made by
Oct. 31 for 1998 gifts.
— Susan Loden

Bookworms
UCF students Chzan Whitehead (left) and Tony Williams
study in the quiet serenity of the UCF-Brevard Community
College Joint-Use Library.
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UCF photographer's
volunteer work brings
her up close and
personal to exotic wildlife

D

uring attacks by wild
animals, which photographer
Marjorie Bitt has endured
six times, she foUowed her
own advice: Stay calm.
The UCF veteran
volunteers her off-the-job time to
work with exotic animals.
"You have to keep your wits
about you," she says. "UsuaUy, when
they attack they are up on their hind
legs with their front paws on you, so
you can just push them off."
Bitt, a photographer in UCF's
Instructional Resources for 11 years,
admits that these encounters have left
her with a few bruises. Considering
she has worked with exotic animals
for the last eight years, two or three
times a week, she feels lucky to have
so few injuries.
Her initial involvement with
exotic animals was a spur-of-themoment kind of thing. "My son had
grown up and left home, so I suddenly
had an empty house and aU this time,"
she says. "I kept seeing these ads that
said you could be trained for this type
of work, and I've always just loved
cats."
It took a year and a half of classes
and 1,000 hours of on-hands sessions
to become certified to have contact
with class one and class two animals.
Class one includes the most dangerous — Uons, tigers, leopards and bears;
class two includes smaUer animals,
such as cougars, wolves, ocelots and
margays. "It is uTegal for the pubUc to

UCF photographer Marjorie Bitt hangs out with one of her furry friends.

"Taking the animals where children
can touch some of the non-threatening
ones, such as a hedgehog, is the most
rewarding part of what I do.
I love going out to the schools."
Marjorie Bitt
even touch a class one animal," Bitt
says. The instruction she received
covered zoology, how to care for and
feed exotic animals, and such daunting tasks as giving them injections.
After her training, she worked
with Predators Plus, but now works
with World Wide Exotics in Sorrento,
where she prepares animals to be
shown in public, but not to perform
tricks. About 80 percent of the outings
are educational. The others are for
promotions, movies and print advertisements, which pay for the upkeep
of the animals. Once a year, she is
part of a three-day show in Augusta,
Ga., to benefit underprivileged
children.
"Taking the animals where
children can touch some of the nonthreatening ones, such as a hedgehog,

is the most rewarding part of what I
do," she says. "I love going out to the
schools."
Bitt has never experienced fear,
even during the first encounters.
"You have to be very careful; the
cats can injure you severely just being
affectionate. But I learned to have a
healthy respect for their power and
how to work with them safely," she
says. "There are predse procedures to
foUow. Most acddents result from not
foUowing them."
Bitt's philosophy in working with
cats is to use affection. She usuaUy
begins working with an animal when
it is only two or three weeks old. "You
bottle feed it so you develop a bond.
If you raise an animal with affection,
that's what you'U get back."
She starts showing animals as

early as possible — so that they get
accustomed to strange noises, people,
music and the commotion that often
occurs — because it is an animal's
fear that usually causes problems.
Being petite, Bitt chooses to work
mostly with the smaUer animals. She
has most recently been working with
a serval, a smaU (40 pounds) spotted
African cat with huge ears.
TV star and exotic animal expert
Jack Hanna, whom Bitt has worked
with a number of times, told her the
serval was the only working male
serval in the country.
"Jack said he would rather be
locked in a room with 10 Uons than
with one serval," Bitt says.
"Lots of people don't Uke
working with the smaUer cats because
they're hyperactive and more nervous
than the big cats."
Some of the perks of her
volunteer work have been the closeup photos she can take of exotic
animals and the celebrities she meets.
During a promotion in Orlando for
the movie "Lion King," Bitt
photographed Demi Moore, Cindy
Crawford, Bruce WiUis and Melanie
Griffin holding a Uon cub.
— Joanne Griggs

Volunteer UCF matches helpers, needy
Volunteer UCF, the on-campus clearinghouse
for good deeds, doesn't Umit its matchmaking to
students and causes needing help. The student-run
and funded entity is also a Unk between faculty and
staff volunteers and community projects in need of
helping hands.
From a Student Union base in the Office of
Student Activities, social work major Amy Pounds,
along with a 10-member board, directs Volunteer
UCF, which offers assistance to more than 300
volunteer community agendes.
"Some faculty and staff ask us what projects are
avaUable. We work mostly with students — more
than 200 a month — but everyone is welcome,"
Pounds says. "There are faculty organizations that
want to do projects, too."
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Everyone on campus can partidpate in spedal
projects of VUCF, such as the Nov. 5 Hunger
Banquet, where, for a donation of two cans of food,
diners can experience and discuss "class systems."
Through the luck of a draw, some wiU feast on a
fuU-course, formal meal, whUe others wiU sit on the
floor and eat rice.
That shared experience wiU be foUowed by
Homecoming Week, Nov. 10-15, when drop boxes
for donations of clothing for the needy wiU be
located in aU campus buUdings.
"We make the volunteer process as easy as we
can. We're a one-stop shop for job placement for
volunteers. Volunteerism is a very important aspect
of education. It gives students an opportunity to
learn about careers they want to evaluate. They

have a chance to find out what it's Uke to work in
an environment in which they are interested. We
can pretty much make a match with any type of
interest," Pounds says. "Some [volunteers] are
reaUy gung ho. Others serve a few hours a month."
Volunteer UCF assists with an array of projects
in 10 categories, including the environment, the
arts, chUdren, criminal justice, Uteracy and
homelessness. "People caU us aU the time, looking
for volunteers," Pounds says.
VUCF's office hours vary, according to fuU-time
student director Pounds' class schedule. She says
it's a good idea to caU 823-6471 prior to stopping by
to evaluate opportunities for community
involvement or spedal projects.
— Susan Loden
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Appointments
and Activities
Lyman Brodie, associate music professor, has been
appointed assistant dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences. Brodie first came to UCF in 1974 and
remained until 1978 as coordinator of Brass Studies and
director of Bands. He then moved to the University of
Texas at Arlington where he stayed until returning
to UCF in 1990. He served as interim chair of Music
(1992-1994) before being chosen permanent chair (19941997).
Mindy Colton, director of publications in the Office of
Public Relations, received an award of merit from the
Potlach Paper Company for the "1995-96 UCF Annual
Report: Accounting for Success." This was a Southern
regional competition recognizing excellence in design.
Five awards of merit were awarded in the state of
Florida.
Terri Fine, associate political science professor, and
Edward Bradford, visiting instructor, recently
published the "1996 Florida Election Update" with
Wadsworth Publishing Company.
Kerstin Hamann, assistant political science professor,
chaired a panel at the 93rd annual American Political
Science Association meeting in August. She presented
two papers, "Linking Structural Adjustment Policies to
Reelection Strategies: The Case of the Spanish Socialist
Party" and "Federalism and Popular Representation:
The Case of Spain."
Roger Handberg, political science professor, presented
two papers at the 93rd annual American Political Science
Association meeting in August: "Capturing Public
Organizations: Revisiting the Process within NASA"
and "State Space Port Initiatives: Fostering Economic
Development in and Intergovernmental Context,"
which was co-authored with Joan Johnson-Freese of
the Air War College.

Employee of the month
Name: Sandy HaU
Title: Office manager
Department: Finance
Job Description: Budgeting and payroll,
supervises department staff and graduate
and undergraduate students, processes
faculty travel
Length of Service: One and a half years
Background: She has worked on campus for
11 years. She started out at the Physical Plant,
then worked in the Bookstore for seven
years. For a short time, she also worked in
Admissions.
Hobbies: She is in the process of building a
house, which is taking much of her time. She
also enjoys gardening.
MisceUaneous: She and her husband, Bob,

were married at Lake Claire, and Bob
works at Physical Plant. They have two
children, a 14-year-old son and 4-year-old
daughter.
Quote: "I enjoy UCF mainly because of the
people. I like trying to make a difference in
working conditions here at UCF and enjoy
my involvement with the Staff Council."
In Praise: '"Sandy works very hard on issues
and programs that impact all of the staff at
UCF. She is always very helpful to students
and faculty, and is always willing to go the
extra mile to handle issues or problems/'
— John Cheney, chair, Finance Department
''Sandy is liked by all the faculty, staff and
students. She is a model employee."
—- Stan Smith, SunTrust Chair of Banking

Newcomers
Michael D u n n has been appointed to teach in the Psychology Program at the Daytona Beach campus. His major
research interests include cognitive development related
to substance abuse, primary and secondary prevention of
substance abuse, and body image disturbance.
Cameron Ford began teaching management principles in
the College of Business Administration this fall. Formerly
on the faculty at Rutgers University, Ford is the recipient
of several teaching and research awards and has authored
numerous books and articles.
Callum Johnston, visiting education professor, is
formerly an assistant professor from Youngstown State
University. lohnston earned a bachelor's, master's and
Ph.D. in early childhood education.
Karyn Jones, assistant educational services professor,
comes to UCF from the University of Tennessee at
Martin. lones received her bachelor's from UCF, master's
from Rollins College and Ph.D. from the University of
South Carolina.
Mark Kamrath, assistant English professor, comes to
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UCF from the University of Nebraska, where he was a
lecturer. Kamrath earned a bachelor's, master's and
Ph.D. in English and Early American literature.
Jay Kapat, assistant engineering professor, comes to UCF
from the University of South Alabama, where he was an
assistant professor. Kapat earned a doctorate in mechanical
engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Francis Karcsh, physician for Student Health Services,
received several degrees in the area of family practitioner.
Karcsh is married and has two children.
Thomas Keon, dean and professor for the CoUege of
Business Administration, comes to UCF from Southern
UUnois University, where he was a dean. Keon earned a
Ph.D. in management from Michigan State University. He
and his wife have a son.
Reinhold Lamb, visiting associate finance professor,
comes to UCF from the University of North CaroUna at
Charlotte. He earned a Ph.D. in finance from Florida
State University. Lamb is married and has three children.
He enjoys golf.

Aubrey Jewett, assistant political science professor,
presented a paper at the 93rd annual American Political
Science Association meeting in August: "Stability and
Change in President Clinton's Foreign Policy Beliefs
1993-1996."
Dwight Kiel, associate political science professor, presented
a paper at the 93rd annual American Political Science
Association meeting in August: "Philip K. Dick and
the Terror of Time: Testimonial Narratives and
Apocalyptic visions in Religious Fundamentalism and
Deep Ecology."
Shirley Leckie, history professor, has joined the College
of Arts and Sciences Dean's Office as assistant dean.
Leckie will be responsible for personnel issues, faculty
development and teaching, interdisciplinary and international programs, institutional assessment, and events.
Stuart Lilie, associate political science professor, was
elected to the executive board of Religion and Politics
Section of the American Political Science Association at
the annual meeting in August.
Jack McGuire has assumed the position of chair of the
Department of Psychology. He has served as interim
chair since August 1995. He brings to this appointment
a strong research background with numerous and
wide-ranging publications in such areas as privacy and
confidentiality issues in psychotherapy, informed
consent to psychotherapy, professional ethical decisionmaking processes, attitudes and practices with respect
to working with HIV-positive individuals in psychotherapy.
Louis Roney, Music Department artist-in-residence,
received thanks from the office of President Herzog of
Germany for assistance that German-speaking Roney
gave to the president's aide, Marianne Kneuer, on her
recent visit to Florida under the auspices of USIA.
Houman Sadri, assistant political science professor,
completed a post-doctorate fellowship at the Hoover
Institution of Stanford University during the summer.
The result of his research, titled "Integration in Central
Asia: From Theory to Policy," will be published in the
Central Asian Survey.
David Scott, holder of the PhilUps-Schenck chair in
American Private Enterprise and executive director of
the Dr. PhilUps Institute for the Study of American
Business Activity, had the second edition of "Foundation
of Finance: The Logic and Practice of Financial
Management" published in August by Prentice-Hall
Inc. The internationaUy popular text is available in both
a domestic edition and an international edition.

CALENDAR
9-19

• Employee's
I
Benefit Fair, Arena, 8 a.m.
823-5193
82:

• Women's Studies Bluestocking Lunch:
"Women in the Black Panther Party," Curtis
Austin, noon-1 p.m., Administration
Building Board Room. 823-3258
• Women's Soccer vs. Butier, 4 p.m. 823-6345
• Knights of the Roundtable meeting,
Student Union, 3 p.m. 823-6471
• CAB TKL: comedian Mike Rasky, Student
Union Key West room, 8 p.m. 823-6471
• The Learning Institute for Elders (LIFE
at UCF): "Imagery for Getting Well Inc.,"
Deirdre Brigham, 9:30 a.m.; "The
Dynamic Earth: Volcanology and Plate
Tectonics," Nadine Barlow, Physics
Department, 11:10 a.m., UC7 Cinema
Movie Theater. 249-4778

4

8

• Cross Country, Disney Sports Invitational,
6 p.m. 823-0096

• Crime Prevention Fair, Student Union
south plaza, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 823-6471
• CAB movie: "Basquiat," Student Union,
8 p.m. 823-6471

• CAB movie: "Nixon," Student Union, 8
p.m. 823-6471
• Robinson Observatory public viewing,
7:30-10:30 p.m. 823-2805
• UCF Toastmasters, "The Talking Knights,"
Research Pavilion, 7:30 a.m. 823-3312
• Hispanic Awareness Month, through
Oct. 31. 823-2716
• Movie director Oliver Stone lecture,
presented by CAB, Arena, 8 p.m. 823-6471

3

4-9
• Diversity Celebration. 823-6479
• Faculty Artist Recital: Keith Koons,
clarinet, Gary Wolf, piano, Rehearsal HaU,
3 p.m., $5. 823-2869

6-10
• Mental Health Awareness Week. 8232811 or 823-2812

8-12
• PowerTeam — First Baptist Church of
Oviedo, Arena. 365-3484
• Central Florida Sings, Student Center
Auditorium, 7-9 p.m. 823-6479
• Hispanic Awareness Month: Annual
Latin American Fair, Student Union south
plaza, 11 a.m. 823-2716

For Sale
Collectables sale: complete Christmas village, (bldgs.,
people, battery-operated street lights, bridges, trees),
$200; Halloween village, $50; office desk chairs, $20
each; patio slide/stack vinyl windows w/tracks, screws,
$200; Hammon (early 1950s) synth./organ, $350; authentic
slate from China wall used in Epcot-China Pavilion, $10
each or 3 for $25. Mary, 823-4663 or 384-6758 evening.
Dining room set, contemporary 5-pc, black and gold,
glass top, $250. Contemporary furniture: 2 etageres, 2 end
tables, 1 coffee table (black and gold, glass tops), 2 lamps
(black base), $275 for all or can be sold individually. Waterbed, queen size, like new, $175. Fish tank (52 gal., specially
built black cabinet and accessories), $250. 277-9120.
Dining room set, brown wood-finish, Danish-style.

• Theatre: "Quilters," by Molly Newman
and Barbara Damashek. 823-1500

9-26
• The Orlando-UCF Shakespeare Festival
presents "POE — Deep into that Darkness
Peering," by Mark Rector and Mark
Brown, preview performances Oct. 3-8,
Orange County Historical Museum
Theater, Loch Haven Park. 245-0985

10
• Hispanic Awareness Month: Faculty
and Professional Reception, University
Dining Room, 6 p.m. 823-2716
Library
• Hispanic Awareness Month, lustina
Gonzalez-Marti: Hidden Dreams, by Jose
Miguel Rodriguez; Landscape of Latin
America, by Sina Sutter; Life is Beautiful,
by Stella Camargo de Duque; and
Paintings of Our Latin America, by
Francisco (Pancho) Varela.
• Careers in Student Affairs, by Ken
Lawson.
• Book Art, by Ke Francis.
• October is Crime Prevention Month, by
Tom Gorbas.
For a more comprehensive up-to-date calendar,
check out: http://www.oir.ucf.edu/pubrel/
calendar/

Includes 42" round table (converts to oval w/ 2 leaves), 6
chairs, china cabinet, buffet server table. $500 obo. Lou
Ellen, 823-2538

$100 obo; Sharp carousel microwave, $75 obo; large
Sauer computer credenza, $200 obo; Jacuzzi (seats 4;
less than one year old), sacrifice $1,500. 281-8561.

Honda Del Sol, '96, SI (convertible). 7,000 miles, tinted
glass, AC, auto, all power, cruise, alloy wheels, leather.
Warranty. $15,500. 365-1353.

Thunderbird, '66, original 390 engine (has not been
driven in 15 yrs). Original, like new interior and chrome.
Good electrical system. White. $2,800. 740-6153 .

House, 3/2. Screened patio opens into pool area. Wallto-wall carpeting, 2 yrs. old. Ceiling fans, central air/heat,
2-car garage, fenced yard, much more, $69,500. 2954787.

VW Vanagon, '84 GL, auto, engine rebuilt in 1995, good
condition, runs well, $1,250. AC currently not working.
Ken, 823-5656 or 365-7458.

Magnavox stereo system, includes turntable, amplifier,
double tape deck, speakers, $50. Carol, 823-5537 or
628-1178.
Miscellaneous, bedroom set, white wicker, $500 obo;
Sealy Posture Care ultra firm mattress and box spring
(full size), $200 obo; Zenith 19" TV, color, w/ remote,

Timeshare, Sunrise Beach Club, Daytona Beach.
Oceanfront, 2nd floor balcony, W/D in unit. All dues paid.
$1,600.(561)964-5153.
To be considered for the classified section of The UCF
Report, a campus telephone number must accompany all
ad requests. The campus number is for our records only
and will not be printed in the ad unless requested.

Wanted: photographs
for university calendar
The Office of Public
Relations is planning a wall
calendar for 1998 and needs
your help.
The calendar will feature
scenes of campus or obvious

UCF events and activities.
Photos (slides, actually) are
being collected now, and
everyone is invited to submit
their best photographs,
See information below.
The First UCF Calendar Photo Contest Entry Form

Entry Information

Address:
I Name:
State:
Phone: (day)_
_(eve)_
Zip:
City:_
I Please
print or type
I I understand that entries will not be returned. All entries become and remain the moperty of UCF and may be used in future
I calendars or publications. I agree that these photos are not copyrighted nor have they been previously published.
Date:
I Sign here:
I Deadline: Oct. 1

Entries must have the entrant's name, address
and phone number clearly marked on the piece
in indelible ink. An entry form must
accompany entries. Send or deliver all entries
to: Calendar Photo Contest, University of
Central Florida, University Relations, P. O.
Box 160090, ADM 338, Orlando, FL 328160090.
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